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‘First Impressions’ Sorrento Congresses, September 2012’ 
Young BPW Europe Representative 2011-2014 

Young BPW Europe Pages 
 

The Young BPW International Congress and BPW European Congress were great 
opportunities to meet Young BPW Representatives and Young BPW Members, BPW 
Presidents and Members from all over Italy, Europe and the world as Special Guests and 
BPW International President, Past President and Board. As Young, the BPW Congresses 
allowed on the one hand to meet and to exchange with role model women from professional, 
BPW and personal aspects; and on the other to meet and discuss with Young BPW members 
from different countries, cultures and clubs on same challenges. The congresses are usually a 
showcase for members to better understand the federation, its history, vision and initiatives; 
and vice-versa for clubs and federations to present their common work and achievement. 
After a Congress, Members full of enthusiasm, information and memories come back to their 
club and federation with confidence disseminating shared experiences, know how and own 
input’s proposals. 
 
I would like to thanks all Young BPW Members and Representatives present at the 
Congresses, thanks them for their participation, contribution and commitment. We had 
members from all over Europe and globally, who travelled miles to share these special 
moments together. I would also thanks BPW Presidents and Boards supporting Young in 
their participation and commitment, and recognising their work as member. 
 
 

 
 
As Young BPW Europe Representative, I participated and intervened at the Young BPW 
International Congress and European Congress from 28 to 30 September 2012. I had the 
chance to work with the European Coordinator and European Coordination Committee, 
Fidapa/BPW Italy President, Board, Organisation Committee and Members and the Young 
BPW International Representative over the year and assist them on the preparation of the 
events over meeting in Spain, Italy, Brussels and several exchanges through call conferences 
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and emails. The key point would be for me : ‘Working together is learning from each other 
skills, competences, experiences and works to continuously improve and strengthen 
personally and professionally as BPW work in professional manners’. 
 
At the European Congress I had the pleasure and honour to be elected at the new European 
Coordination Committee with Alexandra Preuss-Ribaric and Guiseppa Bombaci. I look 
forward to working together for BPW in Europe. I would like to thank Enrichetta Bellini, 
Sylvia Dillinger-Brigl and Assimina Walther for the all her work and support. I was really 
happy to work together and look forward to keeping in touch and to their valuable advice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
At both Congresses, I had the pleasure to present the work produced since June 2011 and my 
nomination as Young BPW Europe Representative to promote the incredible work made by 
Young BPW National Representatives and Presidents of Federation and club working on 
Young BPW Issues, Initiatives and Events. Now the Young BPW Europe network is 
strengthening, the second step will be to work together on common lines and meet for an 
European Young event in 2013! 
 
Special focus on Young BPW International Congress – on A great Programme! 

 

The Young BPW International 
Congress started with visits of 
local traditional Businesses in 
Sorrento run and/or managed by 
Women, the Open Ceremony with 
La Spezia Cup Awards hand over, 
and Girls night out, the inevitable! 
Then, the second day was 
composed of a serial of workshops 
on salary negotiation, lobbying, 
intercultural awareness, mentoring, 
BPW International projects, and 
the focus of BPW work presented Workshop lead by Freda Miriklis, BPW International President 

New ECC 
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by  BPW International President on Empowered women leading Business, the day concluded 
with the Gala Dinner and Young BPW international Raffles thanks to the support and 
generosity of Delance Company and Members’ contributions devoted to 3 Young projects. 
The third day started with the traditional Young breakfast meeting with the BPW 
International President and concluded with the World Café and Farewell Party. 

 
 

 

 

Young BPW International Raffle winner was BPW 
Sorrento President, prize a Delance Watch, thanks to 
sponsor Giselle Rufer, CEO and President of Delance 
watch for her generosity. Young BPWs were able to 
collect 2,160 € to endorse 3 projects supported by 
BPW International. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Breakfast Meeting with Frida Miriklis – Exchange of views on 
global and BPW basis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Breakfast Meeting Anastasia Victoria Safarian & Miette 
Dechelle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special thanks to Anastasia for her work and dedication. 
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As a speaker of a workshop, I prepared 
and lead a workshop on lobbying, as part of 
an ongoing project to raise awareness on 
lobbying force of BPW addressed to BPW 
and Young BPW Members. Lobbying is one 
of the main goals and principles of BPW 
since its creation and it is also part of my 
professional experience. Over my function 
of Young BPW Europe Representative, I 
starting over the year to raise awareness on 
lobbying and reply to the Women Principles 
Empowerment number 4 'Promote 

education, training and professional development for women' and number 6 'Promote equality 
through community initiatives and advocacy', with a serial of actions and initiatives over the 
months, to actively communicate on lobbying to Young BPW and BPW Members.  

As a first step, a survey was created to have 
an overview of BPW Members' view (in 
general) on lobbying to better tackle the 
issue. The survey is on the Young BPW 
Europe Website. Within the bimonthly 
Newsletter of the Young BPW Europe, the 
last part of each version is dedicated to 
lobbying/advocating tools for Young BPW 
and BPW Members in Europe. I represented 
this profession at the EU Training day of 
BPW Europe Members organised by ECC 
on 11 May with 60 participants mainly 
BPW Presidents of Federation, Delegates and BPW Members. My presentation explained 
lobbying in general, lobbying at EU level,  and the work and role of EU Institutions in the 
lobbying process as BPW lobbying with BPW tools and campaign of lobbying.  

At the Young BPW International Congress 
in Sorrento, Italy, I lead a workshop on 
Saturday 29 September on lobbying to raise 
awareness to Young BPW Members mostly 
on lobbying activities, concept and practices, 
using the lobbying survey results, work 
developed on the issue and personal 
experience. I had the chance to have a very 
active audience from all over Europe and the 
world, which I would like to thank 
particularly for their great contribution, care, 
curiosity and enthusiasm to the exercises 

produced for the workshop, which allowed good exchange of views and experiences on the 
issues. Documents produced were sent to the audience and are also available for members 
interested in the subject matter. I stay available for any questions.  
 
I received request to further inform on the issue at Federation and club level as to support 
working groups and committees on the subject matter. I stay at full disposal to intervene 
further to raise awareness over Young BPW and BPW Members from training session, 
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roundtable, workshop, conference and support in the creation of committee and working 
group on the subject matter, under request. 

The Young BPW Cup is organised by BPW La Spezia, Italy to distinguish Young BPW from 
Europe for their leadership and professionalism. The award dedicated to Young BPW Europe 
started in 2007. This year two prices were presented and handed over during the Congresses 
Opened Ceremony one for professionalism attributed to Ivana Savicevic, BPW Nis, Serbia 
for her achievements in her career and one for BPW commitment over Europe. 

As Young BPW Brussels Member, I had the honour to receive a Young BPW La Spezia 
cup Award for my BPW commitment at the Congresses Opened Ceremony. I hope to be a 
right ambassador for the award which recognises Young work and efforts all over Europe. 
My BPW commitment would have never been done thanks to a great support from the 
European Coordinators, BPW Presidents, Young BPW Representatives, Young BPW 
Members and all incredible women I have met, with whom I have worked, and whom have 
inspired me. I would like to thank the Jury, Enrica Bellini, and BPW La Spezia President and 
Board for this award. I would like to also particularly thank BPW Belgium President, Myriam 
Martens, who believed in my work and dedication and send my application on my behalf for 
this award. I am very proud to be members of BPW Belgium. 
 

 Af 
 

After Ceremony, with BPW La Spezia President, Jury and Past President Farewell Party with BPW Belgium President 
 

I would like to thank the European 
Coordination Committee and 
European Coordinator, Fidapa/BPW 
Italy President, Board, Organisation 
Committee, BPW Sorrento, the 
Foundation and Members and the 
Young BPW International 
Representative for the very successful 
events organised, and to thanks the 
special guests as BPW International 
President, Past-President and Board, 
and all participants, BPW Presidents 

and Members for their contribution and special moments and memories shared together. 
 

Young BPW Europe Representative 
miette.dechelle@bpw-europe.org  


