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A. Objective 
 
I participated in the 2012 APRC in my capacity as the Young BPW (YBPW) Asia 
Pacific Representative and the Young BPW Chairperson for BPW Singapore. My 
objectives for attending APRC 2012 in Taiwan were: 
 

• To establish contact with several YBPW Chairs who have yet to respond to 
any of the emails that have been disseminated from BPW International with 
regard to YBPW matters; 
 

• To continue to encourage YBPW members to attend upcoming Young BPW 
events in the region and particularly the XXVIII BPW International Congress  
in Jeju Island, South Korea from 23 - 27 May 2014; 
 

• To introduce who the YBPW are, and particularly to correct the misconception 
that the YBPW is a separate organisation of the BPW, the Young BPW 
committee, projects that we support, events that we have organised, where to 
find out (website, blog page and social medial sites), how to contact us and to 
encourage all YBPW members in the Asia Pacific Region to promote the 
Women Empowerment Principles  (WEPs) and Equal Pay Day , initiatives of 
BPW International in their programme, activities and events. 
 

 
June Pok, Young BPW Asia Pacific Representative (20 11-2014)  

at the Empowered Women Leading Business: The Way Fo rward session, 3 December 2012 
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• To help organise and raise publicity for the auction of two Swiss watches, 
sponsored by Giselle Rufer, President & CEO of DELANCE. Money raised 

would go into supporting BPW projects for BPW Taiwan and also BPW 

International projects - BPW Quality School in Karachi & BPW Sri Lanka 
“Change” Project and BPW International Fund which would provide financial 

assistance for Young BPWs to attend the BPW International Congress). 
 

B. Results 
 
I achieved my objectives because: 
 

• I had established contact with the President of BPW Mongolia who said she 
was in the midst of planning to recruit younger members into BPW Mongolia 
and said she would put me in touch with one of her board member in charge 
of her YBPW membership recruitment drive and programmes. 
 

• The Vice President of BPW Khonkaen, Thailand has expressed interest in 
looking out for twinning opportunities with the YBPW members in her club with 
YBPW members in BPW Singapore and look at ways to cooperate together in 
future activities. She has also visited Luang Pa Bang, Laos since her return 
from Taipei and have shared her stories on the information on what she has 
learnt from my presentation on the YBPW and have encourage them to get in 
touch with me. 
 

• I have also made contact with the Executive Secretary of Korea, one of the 
countries which I have not made much progress with regards to 
communication prior the APRC. However, since the conference, she has 
linked me up with the YBPW Chair of BPW Korea. I am hopeful I would be 
updated on the YBPW activities in Korea. I understand that the YBPW in 
Korea is relatively huge in numbers and rather active.  I hope I would be ale to 
learn from what they do, the events they organise and hopefully would be able 
to share some pointers about the YBPW in Korea with the rest of the clubs in 
the region, including Singapore. I also met two young girls who accompanied 
their mothers to the conference. Their mothers have told me that they would 
persuade their daughters to join BPW Korea when they are older. 
 

• Since my presentation, a number of younger girls from Taiwan have 
personally approached me expressing their interest to joining BPW. I have 
since introduced them to BPW members in Taiwan and have asked them to 
follow up with the recruitment.  
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Meeting future Young BPW members 

 
• I have met two YBPW members, one from Germany stationed in Beijing, and 

another from Pakistan. They have said they would keep in touch with me and 
would link me up with their respective YBPW chairs. 

 

 
Meeting fellow Young BPW sisters: Susanne Mann (Ger many) and Tara Uzra Dawood (Pakistan) 

 
• At the Auction which was conducted during the Gala Dinner on 2 December, a 

total of NT$100,000 (US$ 3,448.04) were collected from the auction of one of 
the two watches which would go towards helping out BPW International 
projects.  The donor was a member from the Taipei Tenyuan BPW Club. Due 
to the tight schedule of the Gala Dinner, only the auction of one of the 
watches was conducted. The other donated watch which would go into BPW 
Taiwan’s projects would be sold in an event to be decided by BPW Taiwan. 
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Giselle Rufer auctioning her watches.   Members of the Taipei Tenyuan BPW Club, Gala Dinner, 

2 December 2012. 

 
I did not achieve my objectives because: 
 

• I did not meet any of the YBPW chairs/ presidents from a number of countries 
from these particular sub-regions which were not present at the conference. 
They were countries from: the Sub Region Oceania (Cook Islands, American 
Samoa, and Papua New Guinea) Sub Region of the Arab States (Kuwait, and 
the Palestine State), Sub Region of South Asia (Bangladesh, India and Nepal) 
and Sub Region of ASEAN (Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia and the 
Philippines). 
 

C. Conference Session 
 
The session which impressed me most at the conference was: 
 

• When IPP Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Benham (Conference Topic: BPW International, 
Our Outstanding Leadership Trainer, 1 December 2012 ) gave a very clear 
PowerPoint presentation on BPW at large. She drew a very comprehensible 
picture on how BPW as an affiliate member, at club level, at Federation and at 
International level, how it works and how they communicate. With Liz’s 
presentation, I now have a better understanding on BPW, how influential the 
organisation is, how huge it is (affiliates in 95 countries in five continents) and 
what it means to have UN Consultative status. I also learn the benefits of 
joining the organisation and the work the BPW has done to empower women 
whether it’s for their career and personal development or providing 
opportunities for entrepreneurs a platform to network in the global stage.  
 

• I was also impressed when Liz Benham (Conference Topic: Women 
Entrepreneurs and ITC, 2 December 2012 ) introduced the international 
Trade Centre (ITC), a UN Agency of the WTO, whose mission is to enable 
women business owners of small business to be linked and matched up with 
partners/vendors/decision makers which would meet their business dealings 
requirement and how BPW members can benefit from the scheme. 
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Liz Benham introducing the international Trade Cent re 

 
• In addition, I also enjoyed Jill Worobec’s presentation on WEPs (Conference 

Topic: WEPs, 2 December 2012 ), the signatures that have been collected 
and what the BPW clubs can do to be involved.  

 

 
Jill Worobec’s presentation on WEPs – Equality Mean s Business 

 
D. What I learnt at the conference 
 
The three most important things I learned at the conference were: 
 

• With the exception of a few hiccups, what impressed me about BPW Taiwan 
as the host of the APRC was how well they have made it a success. From the 
registration, the choice of hotel, the conference sessions, meals and the 
sightseeing tours – the organising committee which also included many young 
volunteers (both men and women) seemed to be on top of everything and 
seamless in their operation. It was rather professionally carried out, and the 
BPW Taiwan sisters did everything in the stride to make your stay as 
comfortable as possible.  
 

• WEPs and Equal Pay Day and what it means to achieving equal participation 
of women and men in power and decision-making roles and getting the same 
pay for doing the same work as men. 
 

• Camaraderie and the friendship that was built between the conference 
participants. 
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The Conference Participants 

 

 
BPW Singapore delegation 

 
E. What I can impart from this Conference to the Yo ung BPW members in 
the Asia Pacific Region 

 
I think I can apply what I have learned from this conference to the Young BPW 
members in the following way: 
 

• To encourage the respective chairs to look at the possibility of organising 
activities to promote WEPs and or Equal Pay Day. As the Young BPW 
Chairperson for BPW Singapore, I have already discussed about the 
possibility of co-organising a event with Women’s Register, a women’s 
organisation that provides a platform for networking, education, and 
mentorship for younger women aged 18 years and above and the Young 
BPW of BPW Singapore a dialogue session to train women salary negotiating 
skills as part of promoting Equal Pay Day.  
 

F. BPW Events 
 
I would consider attending a similar BPW conference in future and look forward to 
attending the XXVIII BPW International Congress  in Jeju Island, South Korea from 
23 - 27 May 2014. 
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G. Final thoughts/recommendations 
 
Final thoughts/recommendations to consider when organising/attending BPW 
conferences in future: 
 

I would highly encourage club presidents to encourage their members to 
participate in the next Regional Conference and the next BPW International 
Congress which would be held nearer home. I would also hope each club or 
Federation would set aside some funds to sponsor at least a YBPW member 
to attend such future conferences as one would not only have a better 
understanding on what BPW is, but also learn the tremendous benefits BPW 
can offer unlike other women networking organisation.  Finally, I hope the host 
of the next XXVIII BPW International Congress would organise programs for 
YBPW participants attending the Congress in Jeju, Korea. 
 

H. Some Conference Photos 
 

Opening Ceremony, 1 December  20120

 Performing to “Women of the World”  

 Candlelighting Ceremony  


